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sumers and users of the products, whereby the consumer
should agree for a period of five years after peace is estab-
lished to take supplies from the company in all cases where
the company is able to supply the same of good quality
and at reasonable prices, but with the provision that, if
the consumer thinks that the prices charged by the
company are too high, he may require that the prices
charged shall be determined by an independent referee.
With the object of securing for the company impartial
administration, the Board was chosen by the Committee,
and was mainly composed of business men who were not
themselves necessarily engaged in the dyeing trade. An
Advisory Committee was formed, mainly from representa-
tives of users of dye-stuffs, and in addition the Board had
the advantage of the advice of chemical and other experts.
The scheme met with much opposition. For instance,
the Leeds Chamber of Commerce suggested protection for
the new industry by means of import duties, and, later,
stated that the Government scheme would not meet the
needs of the situation, but would stifle competition and
establish a monopoly; the Council of the Associated
Chambers of Commerce supported the Leeds Chamber;
the London Chamber of Commerce asked for protection
for ten years after the conclusion of peace; the Manchester
Chamber of Commerce expressed itself against protection
for the new industry; and the Derby Chamber of Commerce
preferred private enterprise to a Government undertaking,
because small undertakings to manufacture at first quite
a limited number of colours would, they thought, be more
successful than one large concern. They further stated
that the movement would be assisted by co-operation
between gas works, tar distillers, alkali works, etc., for
the purpose of advancing the crude products another
stage. Objections were also raised in other quarters.
Many firms hesitated to bind themselves under the con-
tracting clause, which compelled them to buy only from
the new company, owing to their doubts as to the ability
of the company to produce dyes of the requisite quality
and at a suitable price. Moreover, the subordination of
science to business was considered by some people as a
weakness of the scheme, since it was thought that science